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For my next trik _the America’s Cup

| Having won the Olympics

for London Sir Keith Mills

| now wants to land the

oldest trophy in world sport

I hate I hal[u]n@ng - Sir Kelth Mills s:zyswnh

British beat. He's done

an Olympic G. long once in
your life. That was very poignant, [also
knewiflallowed someone else todoit I'd
feel dreadful whether they won or lost.”

Now Mills is finally =et to pursue a
desply personal ambition. The America's
Cup started here in 1851 — predating the
FA Cup by two decades — but that very

Fifteen Roval Squadron yachts wene
beaten around the Isle of Wight by a lone
American schoaner which crossed the line
20 minutes ahead of its closest rival.
America I‘ewllod il challenges until
winning streak
in sporting history in 1 1083. A first Euro-
pean winner emerged in 2003 = from
land-locked Switzerland. Mills was stung.
and then inspired, by the krony. “Before T
committed myself | needed to be confi-
dent we could win it, I don't want to just

hat it

‘compete. Saili most

wivy this amiable and rotund 56-year-old
is a fiercely competitive and hardened
winner. As chief executive of Londan’s

successful Olympic sports [with Britain
winning more medals, five in total, than
any other country at both the 2000 and

ymp
in 2012, Mills proved that “winning
against significant odds on a world stage
erl\-s uauug focus and remarkable
omganisation™. His next mighty. ,

2004 we've got great talent
among yachtsmen and designers. The fact
we've got 60 Brits working in America's
Cup teams in this year's competition in
\-'alenfna & a huge advantage. I'm very

heweves, will stretc ry Hmit
—for Mu]ls is now chasing a seemingly
impoasible dream.

A romantic gambling streak might

| colour his sporting adventures but the
| fantasy of a first British yachting victory

in the America’s Cup has bumned inside
Mills for years. In 2003, when Barbara
Cassani, the American businesswoman
who initially led London's Olympic bid,
asked him to take control of a derided
campaign, Mills protested that he was
planning his assault on the oldest trophy
inworld sport.

~Barbara said if London won the
Olympic vote, then my chances of win-

| ning the America’s Cup would rise expo-

nentially. She also said you can have a
erack at the America’s Cup any time but

the bulk of them will join our
entry for the next race.”

Ben Ainslie, winner of two Olympic
golds for Britain, is currently part of the
New Zeatand team. “He's an outstanding
match racer and Ben's always had two
main goals - towin the Olympics and the

@@

Winning against significant
odds on a'world stage
requires searing focus and
remarkable organisation
P

i &

the first and he ean do the second. Other
Olympic medal-winning British sailors,
ke Tain Percy and fan Walker, arcalso get-
ting good experience in Valencia, We'll go
fior the best in the world when picking our
team but I'd be surprised if the majority
were not British.

“We need methodical planning and a
Delief that this isa challenge for the whole
country. The image of a billionaire - and
inesdaatally Pm not one tha A

ica’s Cup as his toy doesn't work. We're
intent on building a professional

ation, backed by British business and
the public. It will cost £20m a year to
mount aserious challenge and ina worst-
case scenario commercial sponsorship
will fund halfand we'll congh up the rest.”

‘ould Mills need
to invest £10m
of his own loose
change each
year? He grins.
“At the moment
fwe' A
‘me’. But 1
expect to 'hnvc two or three other ‘mes*
pretty soon.”

As the marketing guru who invented
the concept of Air Miles in 1988 Mills has

long been a multi-millionaine, However,
with his uddy face and lack of pomp, the
self-proclaimed *Essex boy™ who left
school at 15 has a populist touch, He
smoothly distils the vast economic bene-
fits shoubd Britaln win the America's Cup
~ especially for any town on the south
ceast which would becalled upon to host
adefence of the trophy.

Mills brought that same vislonary zeal
to London’s Olympic bid, He had been so
exact in his lobbying of 10C delegates that,
when voting started in Singapore, he was
“incredibly confident. The moment |
knew we'd won, befare the final vote had
been cast, was vivid, Eight of us went up
to the prime minister's suite — me and
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thee of oy team with Denise Lewis, Steve
Redgrave, Matthew Pinsent and Jonathan

‘help Spars build 2 better database of their
fans and improving access bo tickets ™

The need for Spurs to expand is urgent
- gither through major refurbishment of |
White Hart Lane of by e'm\:hnng Arsenal’s
niew stadium with a capa pproaching
60,000, Mills will not bc dnwl\ on the
lkelier option or even wl‘mh&‘r Wmhiey

Edwards — and watched as
other cities were knocked out. When

rright E
ns bullish about ‘S|;|:|rs great pou-nm]

ked out .
No one believed me but I'd done the
rumbers. 1 knew London had won.”
And if Madrid had knocked out Paris
‘before the final round? “We'd have bost,”
says Mills, grimacing with certainty.
Now, with less then 2,000 days left,
Mills continues his work chair-

But, as the :hﬂ: scrambles to stay
within sight of Manchester United,
Chelsea, Liverpool and Arsenal, Mills
hn]ksaldnhmuelshm'sdlﬂoﬁmnoﬂhe
traditional competitiveness of English
fcoilnll.-l\w:hnysfchnmpm-ndmhlp
isan structure - it's unbal-

man of the 2012 London Olympic Organis-

ing Committee which “focuses on the

huge infrastructure that still needs to be

hnhum-uashnwwemllnndtheﬂtnl
di

tion llsl.‘1!h:lt COSts are spunll.mg far in

anced if we have the same few teams vy-
ing for the top, Unless the finandial struc-
ture changes the rich will get richer and
the poor will get poorer. But the revenue |
is mow driven from the Far East, there is |
an insatiable international desire for the

mark. he issue
iz how much regeneration Lomion wants
toundertake after the Games = and that's
aslong as a phece of string. The actual costs
of the stadium and running the Games
hasn't changed at all.”

In pure sporting terms Mills is
emphatic: “We can mn the best Olympic
Games in history but [British] sporting
success is critical, If we haven't done well
in the medal table the country will con-
sider London 2012 a faflure. Athletics, I’ur

Mills’ global acumen will benefit Spurs. |
the London Olympics and the America's
Cup. His work on all three fronts will alse

attempt to conquer the world. “When |
wis 19 | tried to circumnavigate the world
ona tandem with a guy called Pete Wells.
We left in a blaze of glory — the Daily
Express put us on the front page. But we
misulculaltd} he amount of weight we |

the time we got

eample, necds to pet itsact

we seem to do well in sports where m"m
~ on bikes,

It's when we start mnmns and jumping

that we have problems,*

His vast Olympic remit, running along-
side the America's Cup, does not leave
him much free time, Yet Tottenham Hot-
spur recently persuaded him to join theis
board as a non-executive director, *Tt
could be good fun,” Mills says Tightly.
“Ome of my tasks is a fiduciary role to
ke sure it is property run asa pic. Mlalso

spokesa day. We were soon flat brokeand |
‘our challenge ended in Marseille.

“I've leamt one or two things since then
but I've promised my wifie that the Amer-
ica's Cup will be my last big challenge.
“That will take me until at least 2011 - or
2013 if we win. Don't tell her but, if [ get
my way, we'll just keep on winning and |
11l gorom umtil I'm wedl past 80,

Millls sinks back in his chair and laughs, |
as If he has just let slip his latest secret
ambition. |




